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The 'Blue Flag' is a cer�fica�on that can be obtained by a beach, marina, or sustainable boa�ng 
tourism operator, and serves as an eco-label. The  cer�fica�on is awarded by  the Denmark-based 
non-profit Founda�on for Environmental Educa�on (FEE), which sets stringent environmental, 
educa�onal, safety-related and access-related criteria that applicants must meet and maintain. It 
is awarded annually to beaches and marinas in FEE member countries.

The Blue Flag programme was started in France in 1985 by the Founda�on for Environmental 
Educa�on  in  Europe. At  first it  began as  a pilot   scheme  where   French  coastal  municipali�es  
were awarded   the   Blue Flag on the basis of criteria covering sewage treatment and bathing 
water quality. From 2001, non-european na�onal organiza�ons, also became its members.

The mission of Blue Flag is to promote sustainability in the tourism sector, through  
environmental educa�on, environmental  protec�on  and   other  sustainable development 
prac�ces. Blue Flag  also  campaigns  against disparity, inequality, unemployment, health threats, 
and   deple�on of   natural resources, environmental threats, pollu�on and general 
environmental degrada�on.

Central to the ideals of the Blue Flag programme is 
the aim of connec�ng the public with their 
surroundings and encouraging them to learn more 
about their environment. 

Informing visitors about the site  they are visi�ng is
an essen�al part of the Blue Flag programme. This 
allows people to easily navigate the area and to
learn a li�le more about the indigenous flora and 
fauna. 

Stringent criteria and regular spot checks help to 
encourage compliance  of Blue Flag sites, which are
also subject to comprehensive control visits. 

Blue Flag Beach Criteria



Appropriate  local  organiza�ons are  selected to  implement  and enforce the  necessary   criteria 
with a view to ensuring a consistency of the standards which make the Blue Flag award so 
trustworthy and valuable. 

Owners/operators of Blue Flag sites must agree to ensure that safety measures are in place at  all 
�mes, so that the staff, public and environment remain safe. 

The Founda�on for Environmental Educa�on, has  agreed  upon  the  following  eight Educa�onal 
Principles to guide the work towards excellence in Environmental Educa�on/ Educa�on for 
Sustainable Development:

1.  Ensure that par�cipants are engaged in the learning/ teaching process

2.  Empower par�cipants to take informed decisions and ac�ons on real life sustainability issues

3.  Encourage par�cipants to work together ac�vely and involve their communi�es in 
    collabora�ve solu�ons

4.  Support par�cipants to examine their assump�ons, knowledge and experiences, in order to 
    develop cri�cal thinking and to be open to change

5.  Encourage par�cipants to be aware of cultural prac�ces as an integral part of sustainability 
    issues

6.  Encourage par�cipants to share inspira�onal stories of their achievements, failures and 
    values, to learn from them and to support each other

7.  Con�nuously explore, test and share innova�ve approaches, methodologies and techniques

8.  Ensure that con�nuous improvements through monitoring and evalua�on are central to our 
    programmes



The  beaches   to   get   the   Blue  Flag  tag   are  selected   by  an   eminent    interna�onal  jury 
which comprises members of the UN Environment Programme, UN World Tourism 
Organiza�on, Founda�on for Environmental Educa�on and IUCN.

Eight  beaches  in India  have been  awarded  the  coveted 'Blue Flag' cer�fica�on. The beaches 
selected  for  the  cer�fica�on  are: Kappad (Kerala), Shivrajpur (Gujarat), Ghoghla (Diu), 
Kasarkod and Padubidri (Karnataka), Rushikonda (Andhra Pradesh), Golden (Odisha) and 
Radhanagar (Andaman & Nicobar Islands).

Blue Flag engages with and contributes to the Sustainable  Development Goals for Beach, 
Marina and  Tourism Boats. 4820  beaches, marines & boats have been cer�fied with blue flag. 
And around 49 countries have par�cipated in the programme. 

SDG and Blue Flag criteria for Beaches : 

h�ps://sta�c1.squarespace.com/sta�c/55371ebde4b0e49a1e2ee9f6/t/
5f6b1bd16f5670555c685e74/1600855002847/Blue+Flag+criteria+and+the+SDGs+-+Beach.pdf

SDG and Blue Flag criteria for Marina : 

h�ps://sta�c1.squarespace.com/sta�c/55371ebde4b0e49a1e2ee9f6/t/
5f6b1da9d8ec0b6862677526/1600855468326/Blue+Flag+criteria+and+the+SDGs+-+Marina.pdf

SDG and Blue Flag criteria for Tourism Boats  : 

h�ps://sta�c1.squarespace.com/sta�c/55371ebde4b0e49a1e2ee9f6/t/5f6b23bfce397971ce40
4b2c/1600857026018/Blue+Flag+criteria+and+the+SDGs+-+Tourism+boat.pdf

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-what-is-the-blue-flag-certification-awarded-to-eight-indian-beaches-6722252/
https://www.blueflag.global/
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